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THE AIRSHIP AGAIN.----------------------------

IS IT A HOAX?----------------------------

Personsin variousparts of the State
continue to observeobjectsin the sky

which they convertinto the appearance

of an airship. Quiterecently a lady in
Claremont declared that not only was a
veritable airshipseen thereby her hus-
bana and herself, but that its proximity

to her house was such that her spouse

calledout to the occupants to be careful

of the
chimneys,

to whichreminderhe
received a replyin some language to him
unknown.The latest account comes from

Mr Wilfrid Gull,a son of Mr H. B.
Gull,of

Guildford.

Mr Gull,jun; is
livingon his property, Southampton,

near
Balingup,

and he has written to his

father,detailing his experiences.From
the letter,it appearsthat Mr Gull,jun.

last Saturdaynight,visitedsome friends

in the district, and remained with them
for severalhours.After leavinghis
friends- the timethenbeingnearlymid-
night-he rode in the direction of his

home,whichis some distance away.A
brightlight suddenlymade its appear-

ance in the sky, and attracted his atten-

tion.As is came nearer to him he ob-
servedthatthe lightbelongedto a long
dark object.It was soon

practically
over-

head, and Mr.Gull frankly confessesto
the trepidationwith which he witnessed

it apparently descending straightupon
him. Unwillingto acceptcloserquarters

with the
visitors,

he rode back to his
friends,and rousingthem from their
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slumbers, invitedthem out to see the visi-
tor for themselves. The invitationwas
readily accepted,and from that time
righton to 3 o'clockon Sundaymorning,

Mr Gull and his friends remained watch-

ing the object, which continued to move
in various directionsin the sky, and at
different heights, untilat the hour named
it

disappeared.

It will be seen that the
accountis a very

circumstantial

one, and
Mr H. B. Gull thought it of sufficient

interest to causehim to placethe details

at the disposal of a
representative

of this

journal.

So many accountshave been heard of

late from Pingelly to Dongarra, of an
unusual appearancein the heavens,that

in severalquarters the opinionis gaining

groundthat somethingmore than mere
imagination

has been at work. It is well

knownthat duringthe lastsix or seven
years,severalresidents of this State have

been
experimenting

in aerialvesselbuild-
ing,and thattheyhave claimedfor the
results of those experiments considerable

progress towardsthe solution of the most
interestingproblemof the day. To their
own satisfaction and in some instances

to thatof theirfriends,theyhave demon-

stratedthat if they had not actually

reachedthe goal of theirambitions,they
had at least advanced in that direction,

and as was recently statedin these
columns, in two casesat least,support

of a financial character is beingprovided
to enable more thorough demonstrations

to be made.Thereare persons in this

city who connectthe alleged appearance

of mysteriousvisitors in the nightlysky
with the operationsof some of these local
experimenters,

and argue that the silence
observed by the latteraffordsno ground

for doubtingthat such
experiments

are
being conducted.Thereare others,how-
ever, who do not regardthe appearance

as the resultof mere
experiment,

but are
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as fully persuaded that what was seen
was an airshipas was thosetwo Tas-
manianswho recentlydeclaredthat such
a visitor was seen in the GardenIsland,

and that the occupantsof the vessel
like the alleged one at Claremont men-

tioned above-spokein a foreigntongue.

A residentof East Perthonly
yesterday

forwardedto this journalan extract
which,he stated, he had takenfrom a
Melbourne publication three weeks old,
couchedin the following terms:---

"Airships for Papua.---Strangeexplor-

ing scheme.A New York newspaper says
that the Netherlands Governmentand the

German ColonialOffice are contemplating

a joint
exploration

of New Guineaby air-
ship. New Guineais dividedinto three

parts, Germanyand the Netherlands

owning two-thirds. All former attempts
by the Germansor the Hollandersto ex-
plore the interior of the islandhave

provedfailures,largely becauseof the
ferocityof the natives.Now it is hoped
thatby the use of an airshipthe

explora-

tionof the wild countrywillbe made
safely, and out of reach of the savage

natives.Lieutenant Rambaldo, of the
Dutch navy, will take chargeof the ex
pedition. To a correspondentthe lieu-
tenant,who is a trainedaeronaut,said :---
'The Netherlands Government has spent

much money and sacrificedhundredsof

lives in endeavoringto exploreWestern

New Guinea, but swamps, impenetrable

forests, and hostile natives have made pro-

gress by land impossible.The lieutenant,

whoisa
native

of
Dutch India,andageographerand astronomerof note, pur-
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posesto startin an airship from the
Dutch settlement of Steenboom."

While the allegedappearance of an air-

shipin thisStateis
believed

in by some,

otherstreatit withlevityas beingthe
resultof a more or less romanticim-
agination,

or as capableof beingex-
plained from the astronomer'sviewpoint.

Indeed, amongthe latterare to be found
thosewho pointout that in the cases
whereit is allegedtwo brightlightshave
been seen closeto each othernot long
after sunset,these lightsare in all
probability Jupiterand Venus,and that
with men's minds so

persistently
turned

to the subject of aerialnavigation

by the
daily cablegramsreferringto the subject,

a tendencyto confusethe usualwiththe
unusualmight very conceivablyarise.

Anothersuggestion which has been put
forward is that in some cases one or more
personshave been engagedin hoaxing

the good folk of WesternAustralia,by
the

perpetration
of a clevertrick.One

suggestionin their connectionis that
some jocose individualhas conceivedthe

ideaof sendingup fire
balloons, singlyor

in
pairs-the latterbeingunitedwith a

lengthof cordand formingwhatis
known in pyrotechnyas "twin balloons."

Anothersuggestionbearingon the mat-
ter of

hoaxing
the publicis thatwhatis

knownas the "boxkite"is beingflown
in some of the placeswherethe "visit"

is reported to have taken place.This
class of kite-a familiar one to those

who have
witnessed

the
kite-flying

in Chi-
nese

communities--can

be made of a pro-
digioussize,and is easilyand readily
illuminated,

and it is suggested that a
largeone of thisformflownin the air
might well deceivethe beholder at night

intothe beliefthathe was
witnessing

the passageof an airshipoverhead.

Whatever explanationmay be offered,
therecan be no doubtthatthe mindsof
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manyin thisState,in commonwiththe
rest of Australia,have been

considerably

exercised
of late over the airship ques-

tion.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------


